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DESCRIPTIONS OF NEWSPECIES OF AUSTRALIAN COLEOPTERA.

Part xvi.

By Arthur M. Lea, F.E.S.

By courtesy of the late W. J. Rainbow, I was able to examine some of

Maeleay's and Olliff's types, belonging to the Australian Museum, and to make

notes on synonymy, as given in some of the following pages.

STAPHYLINIDAE .

PiNOPHILUS GRAXDICEPSMaol.

The type of this species is very close to a specimen in my collection identified

as P. trapezus, but its prothorax is less dilated to the apex than on that specimen

(this is possibly a sexual difference) . It is very close to P. mastersi (the type
of that species has lost its prothorax). but has the suture of the elytra raised (as

on trapezus) .

Philoxthus aexeus Rossi.

{('nfus amhlijtenis Oil.; Cafius laeiis Oil.)

The type of C. ambhitenofi agrees perfectly with specimens from New South

Wales and Tasmania identified by Blackburn and myself as P. aeneus, and I am
convinced belong's to that species ; C. laeus also belongs to' the species, the speci-

men from Adelaide (marked as the type) having the three conspicuous punctures

(and a smaller apical one) on each side of the middle of the pronotum as on

laeus, but in addition there are two irregular punctures on the right row, and

one on the left. In comparing amhlyterus and Jaeus, Olliff commented on the

difference in the width of prothorax; the sliglit difference, however, appears to

be sexual; the punctures at the base of the prothorax (one on each side) are

exactly the same, and exactly as on aetieus.

QuEDius RUFicOLLLS Grav.

(Philovthtis chah/beipemiis Macl.)

The type of P. chnli/beipennis is a rather small female of Q. ruficollifi.

Aleochara puberula Klug.

(Oxypoda analis Macl.)

Oxypoda analis has already been referred to Alencliara by Olliff, and from
examination of the type I have now to record it as a synonym of the introduced

A. puberula.
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POLTLOBUSPALLlDlPENXis AFacl. ( f'oniR'ily lliimalota).

(P. paUtd-nminor Lea.)

The original description of P. pallidipennis is too short for identificalam of

the species, as it would apply to many small Stnpliyllnidne. There are two speci-

mens mounted on one card with a type label, one is in finite unrecognisable con-

dition, and the other is somewhat dirty but on comparison with the typo of P

paUid-ominor appeared to agree with it, except that the base of its head is not

quite as dark as on the type of the latter species, but this may be due to its

having somewhat faded. Olliff, on referring the species to Poli/lobtiif. and re-

describing it, noted the eh-tra as having "a moderately large indistinct spot near

the external apical angles," but I can find no trace of such a spot on eitlier of the

Gayndah specimens, so it is possilile that Olliff's description may not liave been

drav»-n up from these, as he records the species also from Xew South Wales.

POI.VT.OPi'S LONGVLUSOil.

(P. teiiaif' Lea. "I

A specimen from Shelley's Flats bearing Ollifif's laljcl as P. lotu/iilus (but

not marked as the type) agrees with the type of P. leriuis. It agi'ees with the

description of tlie structure, but not of the colour, of P. Inngidits. a's the elytra are

twice noted as being "pitehy-black" ; whereas on the specimen now before me

they are scarcely darker tlian the prothorax, although in some lights appearing in-

fuseated posteriorly. Tf the specimen in riuestion is really the type of lo)ii)idiii

the original description is misleading.

POLYLOr.US APICAI.IS Fxl .

(P. (wufioda Oil.)

The type of P. fungicnla agi'ees with two Tasmanian specimens that some

years ago T identified from its description as P. apicalix, and on checkinsr with

that description aoain appear to agree with it. Fauvel notes the pronotum a?

having a rather wide basal foveole; on one of the Tasmanian specimens there is

a fairly conspicuous transverse impression near the base, but on the other speci-

men, and on the iype of fungicrda the depression is scarcely evident.

PSELAPHIDAE.

RvDASIs ATKlCEPs Mad. (forincrly Brgaxis) .

(P. (ic(iiithoslfn)(( Tjca . )

There were two males mounted on one card as the types of R. at rice ps. and

side by side these agi-ee with the types of P. ncanthosterna. Maeleay did not

mention the remarkable features of the sterna, abdomen, and front tibiae, and his

description of the elytra is misleading "Elytra bistriatcd. one on each elytron" as

there are two conspicuous striae on each elytron: a subsutural one, and a sub-

median one.

Rybasis ei-kctrica King, Vav. A.

Mr. A. H. Elston took a specimen of this vaiiety from the nest of a species

of Pheidole on Kangaroo Island.
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HISTERIDAE.

Platysoma coxvbxiusculum Macl.

There are tliree specimens mounted on a card as types of this species, Init

of these only two (those on the front of the card) agree with the description;

their elytral striation is much as on P. hipunctatum,, but they are considerably

wider, larger, more convex and otherwise different from that species. The other

specimen differe from the types in being smaller, narrower, and in having an

additional short stria on each elytron, the medio-basal impression on the pronotum
absent, etc., and belongs to P. completum.

I'AiiOJiALUs PLANiCEPS Macl. (formerly Platijsoma) .

This species is a Paromalus, larger, wider, and more depressed than P. iimhid-

catus or P. mctoriae and with considerably larger punctures.

Tribalus australis Macl. (formerly Abraeus).

( T. leae Lewis . )

The fdur types of T. australis agree perfectly with two eotypes of T. leae.

NITIDULIDAE.

Haptoxcura ocularis Fairm. (formerly Epuraea)*

(Uaptoncus tetragonus Murrayt ; Carpophilus convexiusculus Macl.)

Blaekburnt recorded Haptoncura ocularis from Queensland and the Hawaiian

Islands, pointing out Sharp's opinion^ as to its identity with Raptoncus tetragonus.

The types of Carpophilus convexiusculus agree with the specimen he had named
a^ H. ocularis, and one of them agrees well with Murray's figure of H. tetragonus;
the other has elytral markings more extended. I have also taken the species in

the Cairns district.

TROGOSITIDAE.

Lepebina cibeosa Pasc.

(L. mastersi Macl.; L. burnettensis Macl.)

Ollitt' commented upon L. cirrosa as being remarkable "for the great length

of the white scales on the sides of the prothorax, and the large size of the elytral

fascicles"; but the scales and fascicles are very easily abraded and I cannot look

upon the type of L. mastersi as other than a large, partially abraded specimen of

the species; I think also that L. hurnettensis was founded upon small specimens
of the species, as OUiff thought possible. It occurs from Northern New South

Wales to Darwin.

SoRONiA AMPHOTiFORjiis Rcitter.

{Aiicgrona vesca Oil.; Ancyrona arnica Oil.)

The types of A. vesca agree with specimens identified by Blackburn as S.

amphotiformis, and I cannot regard the type of A. arnica as othei' than a large,

partially" abraded specimen of the same species.

•Rev. et Mag. Zool., 1849, p.28.

tMon. Nitid., 1863, p.401, PI. xxxiii., fig. 7.

JTrans. Boy. Soc. S. Aust., 1902, p.306.

§Tr. Dubl. Soc, 188.5, p.231.
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LATHRIDIIDAE.

HOLOPARASIECUSCAtlLARUM Aube.

Ann. Soe. Ent. Fr., 1843, p. 244. I'l. x.. figs. 2. 5-10.

Mr. Froggatt and I obtained numerous specimens of tbis species in a stack

of wbeat at Peak Hill (New Soutb Wales) . I am indebted to Mr. G. J. Arrow

for the name of the species, now lirst recorded as occurring in Australia.

SOARABAEIDAE .

OcNODus LUGUBRis Blackb.

A specimen from Coolgardie may represent a variety of this species; it differs

from the typical form in being somewhat smaller, 9 mm., and almost eutirelx'

black .

OCNODUSTRIDENTATUS Lea.

A specimen from the Flora River (Northern Territory) in the National

Museum may represent a variety of this species; it differs from the type in being

somewhat larger, and by having the labrum more conspicuously notched, and the

pygidium longitudinally carinated.

POLYSTIGMAVITTICOLLE Macl.

There are sexes of this species in the National Museum from the King River

(Northern Territory) and they differ somewhat from the types in markings: on

two males the small black subapieal spot (of the types) on each elytron is joined

to the suture, this being entirely black; on the female the subapieal spot and

postmedian fascia form parts of a complete but somewhat irregular ring, which

encloses a conspicuous flavous spot on each elytron; on the males also there i^ a

distinct, but not isolated, spot in each upper corner of the pygidium; the small

humeral spot on all three specimens is also more angular than on the types. The

male has a wide and rather shallow depression on the abdomen; its front tibiae

liave but two distinct teeth (on one male the third tooth of the female is feebly

indicated, but not at all on the other) ;
the hind tibiae are shorter and wider than

those of the female, and on its under surface there is a dense fringe of golden
hair commencing near the base and becoming denser to the apex.

EUCNEMIDAE.

Nematodes pubescens Macl. (formerly Acroniojjus).

The type of this species is a female (its ovipositor is protruding) and it does

not belong to the Elateridae, but to the Eucnemidae* In Blackburn's table of

the subfamily it would be referred to AA (the line marking off the pronotum
from the prosternum is acutely carinated, and inwards of the carina' is a shallow

depression as in Nematodes, certainly not a conspicuous groove as in A), BB, C,
D (the apical process is short and truncated), E—Nematodes, to which accordingly
I refer it, although it certainly looks somewhat out of place in that genus. In

general appearance, at first glance it strongly resembles Fornax parvoniger, but

is somewhat narrower, the prothoracic punctures distinctly coarser, and the elytra!

ones somewhat stronger, the clothing also is uniformly pale ;
the sternal characters,

however, are xevy different.

'Acroiiiopiis rufipennia Macl.. iloes belonj; to thp /'laUriihn-.
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ELATERIDAE.

MoNOCREPiDiiJS MINOR Macl .

(j\I. alpicohi Blac'kb. ; M. dolosti.s (Cand. MS) Sc4i\varz. )

The types of minor agree well with some cotypes of M. alpicola. A specimen
of the species was sent to me some years ago by M. Candeze, as M. dolosus Cand.,

an MS. name subsequently published by Sehvvarz, whose description agrees with

the types of M. minor, and also with the specimen sent by Candeze.

MONOCREPIDIUSEVEILLARDI Le G.

{M. hreviceps Macl.; M. rubicundus Macl.)

The type of M. hreviceps agrees with specimens in the Blackburn and Lea

collections identified by Candeze as M. eveillardi; its head has been forced upwards
and backwards, so that it

_ appears shorter than usual, and its median carina is

concealed. The type of M. rubicundus is an abraded specimen of eveillardi, with

the derm and punctures in consequence more clearly exposed ;
its head is in the

normal position, the left hind angle of its prothorax has been broken off at the

tip, but the right is as on the type of hreviceps. The two discal spots of denser

clothing on the pronotum, typical of eveillardi, are present on both of the Gayn-
dah types.

MoNOCREPlDiu.s APHiLOiUE.s Cand.

{M. mastersl Macl.)

The types of M. mastersi agree well with some specimens identified by Can-

deze as M. aphiloides, and with others standing under the latter name in the

Blackburn collection. The species varies c(msiderably in size, and occurs in

(Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria.

Lacox VARIABILIS Cand.

(L. alternans Macl.)

The type of L. alternaxis is quite an ordinary male of L. variabilis, of which

there are specimens in the Blackburn and Lea collections, identitied by Candeze.

Lacon guttatus Cand.

(L. maculatus Macl.)

The type of L. maculatus is a rather small specimen of L. guttatus, of which

there are specimens in the Blackburn and Lea collections, identified by Candeze.

Its derm, as well as the clothing, is mottled.

ANTHICIDAE.

AXTHICUS INTRICATUS King.

{A. ovipennis Lea.)

This species is distinct amongst the Australian Anthici by its pronotum being

densely and finely longitudinally strigose (or suhreticulate) ; King speaks of the

"intricate markings" of the prothorax, no doubt referring to its sculpture. In
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my own description the bead am', ]irutli(>iax were incorrectly described as "shal-

lowly punctate." Unfortunately with my type of A. ovipennis, I had two speci-

mens of another species (obtained subsequent to its description) and I appear to

have sent a specimen of this other species to Mr. Champion, who on it (and no

doubt on my inaccurate description) recorded ovipe»iiii< as a synonym of his

A. in flatus, but the latter name being already in use he suggested that ovipennis

might stand; in size, colour and general appearance in flatus and intricatus are

extremely close together; but Champion's description of the punctures of infhilnf

renders it quite certain that the two species are distinct.

AXTHICUS ALBAXYEXSIS Pic.

Bull. Soc. Ent. Fr., 1895. p. cccl.

(A. inflatus Champ.)

In M. Pic's Catalogue of the Anthicidae, A. inflatus and A. ovipennis are

placed as synonyms of A. albanyensis; but as will be seen by the above correcting

note, inflatus and ovipennis are not equal.

AXTHICUS HESPERI King.

{A. mastersi Macl.; .i. similis Lea.)

Placing the types of A. hesperi, A. mastersi and A. similis side by side 1 am
convinced that they belong to but one species; the sexes differ somewhat in the

size of head and apex of protliorax; the punctures vary slightly in size, and the

markings are extremely variable in extent, but these have been ijreviously com-

mented upon under notes on mastersi.
*

Anthicus scydmaexoioes King.

The tj'pe of this species now has the head no darker than the protliorax, and

the "strong black setae" have been nearly all abraded
;

the sides of the prothorax
are armed with small spines, from the hindmost one of which (almost in the exact

middle) a pubescent line extends backward to the base.

A specimen taken in rotting leaves in the National Park (near Sydney)
evidently belongs to this species, but dili'ers I'rum the type in being slightly smaller,

tlie head entirely black, and the antennae with the first and seventh-tenth joints

conspicuously darker than the others.

AnTHICUS I.M.MACL'l.ATUS King.

This species occurs in abundance at the roots of plants on the sand-dunes at

Port Lincoln and Glenelg in South Australia; the head and prothorax (except
for a slight difference in shade) appear to be constant in colour; but the elytra

vary from entirely pale to entirely black (except that the base and suture are

obscurely diluted with red), with or without a sliglit metallic-green gloss; on nuuiy

specimens the dark parts consist of a large infuscation (scarcely a distinct s|)ot)

on each side. The subsutural striae iu-e well-defined, and by this character alone

entirely pale specimens may be distinguished from other pale species of the genus.

•Proc. Linn. Soc. X. S. Wales. 1894, p.620.



BY ARTHURM. LEA. 381

AxTHicus RARUSKing.

A. Icrefftii King; A. propinquus Macl. ; ,1. (iii--ytralis Champ, {not King) .

Although placeJ in a different section of the genus hy Iviug, i cannot satisfy

myself that the type of A. Icrefftii is other than a specimen of A. rarm, with the

markings of the elytra almost obliterated; the shape of the elytra (including the

conspicuous subsutural striae) and the lateral foveoles of the prothorax are iden-

tical, but the elytral punctures are not quite as strong as usual (I have, however,

specimens with the typical markings of ranis, and with punctures no stronger than

on the type of krefftii) . Tasmanian specimens have larger and darker markings

and somewhat stronger punctures than those on the mainland. The other

synonymy has been already noted.

AxTHicus MYRTEUSKing.

(-1. ghibricoUis King.)

Specimens that some years ago were compared and agreed with the type of

A. myrteus, structurally agree well with the type of A. glahricollis, although the

former was referred to Group 4, and the latter to Group 10. The dark parts

vary from moderately infuscated to deep black, the prothorax (as on the type of

glahricoUis) is sometimes of an uniform lurid-brown, but is usually paler at the

base than in front, occasionally it is entirely black. The species occurs in abund-

ance on flowers in New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

AxTiiicus xiTiDissuirs King.

In general appearance this species is very close to A. xerophilus, and the

elytral marking-s of the type are practically identical, but it diffei-s in being slightly

wider, head darker (on some specimens, however, the head is not infuscated), pro-
thorax more dilated in front, and elytra with distinct punctures only in front of the

median markings; on xerophilus there are quite distinct punctures on the median

markings, and beyond them to the apex (althougli becoming smaller posteriorly)
and the punctures in front of the markings are also considerably denser than on

A. nitidissimus. From A. exiguus it differs in being somewhat larger, elytra con-

spicuously wider, and with much smaller punctures; the elytral markings are also

not quite the same.

The original description of the colour of the elytra is somewhat misleading;

ihey are pale eastaneous, with a blackish median fascia narrowed towards and
rot meeting at the suture, an infuscate spot on each side of the apex, the space
between the spots and the median fascia paler than the basal half; a fairly large

space about the scufellum is slightly darker than the rest of the basal half, but

certainly not "piceous." The colour of the tyiies has perhaps slightly altered

since they were taken (over fifty years ago) but agrees well with some recently
taken tmes. The species occurs in Western Australia as well as in South Australia.

MECYNOTARStTS ZICZAC King.

Mr. J. S. Clark took numerous specimens of this species, about the Swan

River, from nests of Ponera httea.
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CHKVSOMELIDAE.

Cadmus fasciaticollis Lea.

Mr. H. J. Carter and I rfi'ciitiv touk .^i.x sin'ciuR'Us of this sjiecies. at Laun-

eeston and Cradle Mountain, in Tasmania, tliat aurue in colour witli llii- tyi)e.

except that, ou two of them, from four to six of the ajiii-al joints of the antennae

are more or less deeply infuseated. Tliree other specimens, from Warataii and

Wihnot, differ considerably, however; of tliese a female has the prothoracic fascia

extended so as to occupy most of the disc, but not touching' any of the margins;

its elytra are blue-black at the base, with a wide extension along the middle to

the summit of the apical slope, and a narrow extension from each shoulder, the

tips of its antennae are lightly infuseated ;
a second female has the prothoracic

fascia irregularly extended so as to touch the base in places and to leave hut |iale

edgings at the sides and apex; its elytral marking's are less extended tlian on the

other female, and the antennae are entirely yiale; the third specimen, a male, lias

the prothorax dark excejit fm- a naiTow edging at apex and sides, the elytra are

dark except for part of the apical slope, a narrow marginal strip on each sidis

and an obscure post-humeral spot, the two apical joints of its antennae and tii)s

of several of the preceding ones are infuseated.

DiTROPiDUs ocHROPrs Er.

'I'he type was described as having <lark hind femora, and several specimens
before me have them dark: but they are usually no darker than the others. The

species occurs in Soutli Australia (Mount .Lofty, Adelaide and ^fonnta) as well

as in Tasm'ania.

DiTROpinrs
^
aurichai.ceus Suff .

Numerous specimens from Xew South Wales (Gosfi.rd, Sydney, and Taui-

wortlil and Victoria (Dividing Range) agree witli specimens identified by Black-

burn as belonging to this species. They have tlie upper surface uniformly bronzy

and the leg's bright red; the ])ronotum densely and finely strigose at tlie sides

and apex, but with punctures only on the rest of its surface; tlie eyes are rather

close together on the male.

DiTROPIDUS AMABILIS Balv.

Xumerous specimens from (Queensland ( I'uiidaberg, Rockhaiiipton, and

Oayiidah ) probably belong to tliis s])ecies; tiicy are chisc to I), liiericollis, Imt liave

the |)i'othorax more metallic, with denser imni'lures (especially on the sides, lint

they are nowhere oblong as noted for .1. (iniiiliilis) and the dypeus not in the form

of a narrow transverse ridge; the ahdomen is usually entirely pale in the female,

largely infuseated in the male.

DiTROPiiu's imriniATrs P.Mly.

Ten specimens before me,- 2.2,5 —3.25 mm. in h'ugth, jirobably lielong to D.

(limidiatir."; they have tlie prothorax decidedly longer than is usual in the genus,

its median leng'th being fully two-tliirds of t!ie median leiigtli of the elytra, and

witli rather dense and sharply defined punctures, becoming more crowded on the

.«ides; the prosternal process is deeply, on Hie male almost triangularly, notched.

Ill the original description the prothorax was noted as "distinctly and somewhat
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closely imnctuivil,"' a cluiracter wliicli should at once distinguish it from IJ. elejait-

tulidf. and other species having the prothorax red and elytra black. The legs

vary somewhat in colour, on some specimens being entirely pale, on others the hind

ones, or the four hind ones being partly black or infuscated; but on all of them

the liead is entirely red. Two of the specimens, from Tamworth, have the pro-

thorax. excei)t for its narrow basal edging, entirely red, and elytra entirely black;

two, from Brisbane, are similarly coloured, except that a pale spot is vaguely in-

dicated on each elytron about the basal third; two, from Cairns and Charters

Towers, have the prothorax red and the elytra with two reddish fasciae, the first

commencing on each side at the basal third, and dilated so that near the suture,

which it almost touches, it occupies about the basal half, the second fascia is

apical ; one, from Cairns, is like the preceding ones, cxcejit that the subbasal fascia

appears as two large round disconnected spots; two, from Sydney, have a large

black blotch occupying most of the pronotum, and the elytra are entirely black;

the last specimen, from Cairns, is like the preceding ones, except that on each

elytron a pale spot, as on the ones from Brisbane, is vaguely indicated . A
specimen from Cape York, in the British Museum, has the elytra pale, except
that the base and suture are very narrowly Idack, and that tliere are feel)le infusca-

tions on the sides.

DiTROPinus onF:wAiixii Baly.

Specimens before me 1.75 —2.25 mm. in length, ajjpear to belong to this

species; their prothoracic jjunctures are usually very feeble. They are from

New South Wales (Whitton and Forest Reefs) and South Australia (Adelaide.

Port Lincoln, Goolwa and Quorn) .

DiTROPIDUS ANTENNARIUSBalv, 1877.

(I>. antennarius Chp., 1878; I), baccaefonms Chp., var. )

This species, from the female, waa descriljed by Chapius as entirely pale,

except that the five apical joints of the antennae were dark; there are six females

before me that agree with his description, except that the junction of the prothorax
and elytra is very narrowly black (apparently an invariable character in pale

species) ; they are from Brisbane, Cairns and Bloomfleld River, their antennae

are of f|uite the ordinary type in the genus, l)ut the male has very different ones,

seven of the joints being dark, and all, after the second, being several times longer
than wide, so that the tip of the eleventh joint actually passes the elytra ; a charac-

ter that, by his table, would generically separate the sexes.

Baly's description of colours differs from Chapius' only in six of the joints

of the antennae being noted as black, and "Body beneatli and legs more or less

stained with piceous"; he notes the name as being "Suffr. MS," and probal)ly

Chapius also received his specimens with that manuscript name.

Yar. A. Five females from Roekhampton, one from Boweu and one from

Brisbane, differ in having the metasternum, abdomen and hind femora black, and

sometimes other parts of the legs infuscated, the antennae have from four to six of

the apical joints dark. A male from Roekhampton, and one from Bowen, are

coloured as the females, except that seven of the joints of the antennae are dark,

their antennae are almost as long as those of the typical form, extending exactly
to the tips of the elytra. The Bowen female is rather larger, 4.5 mm., than usual,

and its front legs are almost entirely dark ; except in this variable feature, and for
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.5 mm. in length, it agrees well witli tlie description of haccaeformU (tlie sex of

the type of which was not noted), and tliat name appears to be varietal only; a

femaie (without locality) apparently belons-inj; to this variety is still larger. 5 nnn.,

but its antennae and legs are all damaged.

A male, from Ooldea in South Australia (the only specimen I have seen,

except from Queensland) also appears to belong to the species, but its antennae

are slightly shorter, not quite extending to the tips of the elytra, and only six of

its ioints are entirely dark, its metasteruum and abdomen, except for a median

space at the base of each, and most of its middle and hind legs are black.

DiTROPiDUS JACOBTI Balv .

A short, thick-set species with large eyes, almost touching in both sexes; the

elytra] striae are strong, and contain large punctui-es, the striae actually extend

to the suture ; on most species of the genus there are two or three, well-impressed

striae on each side, but towards the suture these are represented by rows of punc-

tures. The prothoracie punctures are strong and rather dense on the sides, be-

coming more or less sparse on the middle; the seventh joint of the antennae (first

of the club) is distinctly larger than any of the following joints in tlie male, and a

trifle larger than any of them in the female. The upper surface is usually of a dingy

testaceous, vai-ying to obscurely piceous, or even black, with the apical portion of

the elytra paler or not; occasionally there is a large infuscate blotch on the pro-

notum; the legs also vary from almost entirely pale, to almost entirely dark.

There are specimens before me from many localities in Xew South Wales, Vic-

toria, Tasmania and South Australia.

Var. a. Some specimens! from New South Wales (Tamworth), Victoria

(Alps) and Western Australia (Pinjarrah and Mount Barker) differ from most

specimens of the species in having the prothorax with dense pimctures throughout,

the elytral striae are deep throughout, witli all the interstices strongly convex (on

the typical form the elj-tral striae although distinct, are not as deep as on this

variety, and the interstices near the suture are flat and wider than the striae), and

the upper surface is of a uniform pieeous-brown . A specimen from Victoria and

another from Tasmania resemble the variety, except that the ehira are obscurely

flavous at the tips.

Var. B. a specimen frcjm South Austi-aliii ( Lucindak') is stniclnndly like

the preceding variety, but is flavous, exi-eiit that the metasternuiu and al)domcii

are deeply infuscated.

Var. C. Some specimens from Western Australia (Albany. Blount Barker

and Darling Ranges) resemble the typical form, but the prothorax is without

punctures, except for a few on the margins. One of them in colour resembles

the preceding variety, but the others are darker.

DiTROPinus i;i.,E(iAXTri.fs Haly.

Only the male of this species, from "Australia," was described by Baly. and

his specimen was noted as having ''Body beneath stained with piceous"; I liave

only seen one specimen agreeing with this character; on another the under surface,

including the pygidium, is entirely red, and cm another the pygidium is red but

the rest of the abdomen is black; on all other males the metasternum and ab

<lomen, including tlie pygidium. are deep l)lack. altlioiigh (•lotlie<l witli thin wliit"
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pubeseence. The female (there are several pairs taken in cop- before me) ditfers

fi'om the male in being- slightly larger, the head, except for a small part of the

muzzle, and prothorax of the same bronzy or brassy colour as the elytra, and the

prosternuin entirely black; its head is smaller, antennae, especially the joints of

the club, thinner, prothorax more rounded in front and with more distinct'

punctures, distance across junction of jirothorax and elytra less, abdomen more
convex, and with a large apical fovea, and legs, especially the front ones, shorter

and thinner.

The species occurs in New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania, and is some-

times common on species of Dilwi/iniia and Pulteiiaea. In general appearance
it is close to a specimen I have identitied a.s T). riificolhs, but the elytra are not

at all green, the head is densely punctured and obliquely strigose. with a con-

spicuous median line, eyes larger, etc.; the specimen of riificollJx has the inter-

ocular space with sparse and snuiU jiunctures, and is without an impressed median

line there.

DiTROPiDUs SEREXUSBaly.

This sjjecies varies considerably in length. 2.2.3 —3.. 5 mm., and the smaller

specimens usually have a rather wide space at tlie apex of the elytra infuscated;
on two small males the elytra are slightly infuscated throughout. It occurs in

Victoria, as well as in South Australia.

DlTROPIDUS ORXATUSBillv.

A specimen from Murray Bridge (South Australia) appears to Ijelong to

this species, but differs from an undoubted one of it (from Western Australia) in

having the jjubescence on the head ^very feeble, and the two pale parts on each

elytron disconnected, owing to the black submediau fascia extending to both the

suture and sides. Three other (old) South Australian specimens, also appear to

belong to the species, but have the inter-ocular space glabrous ; the prothorax has

a dark green gloss and the dark parts of the elytra a purplish gloss, their mark-

ings, except for slight differences of detail, are as on the Murray Bridge specimen.

DlTROPIDUS PULCHELLTTs Baly.

This species ranges 3.25 —4.. 5 mm. in length; the pale elytral markings vary
from bright flavous to a moderately dark red, but appear to be always paler
than the prothorax ; the latter is usually without diseal marking's, but occasionally
has a black transverse median fascia, or there may be a scries of spots represent-

ing the fascia. I cannot distinguish the species stracturally from ornaUi.i.

DlTROPIDUS C'ORxuTus Baly.

A curious species readily distinguished by the armed muzzle of the male, the

processes on the clypeus and mandibles, however, vary somewhat in size. The

upper surface usually has a slight brassy-green gloss ;
on the elytra of the male

there are usually four dark blotches, sometimes only two; on the female the

blotches are usually scarcely in evidence; the male also has most of the under-

surface black, on the female usually only the nietasternum is infuscated. The

types were from "Australia" ; the specimens before me are from Western Aus-
tralia (Warren Eiver and Karridale) .
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DlTROPIUUS FASCIATIS Baly.

il). caiiescens Clip.)

Ou this species there is a sliort (il)li(|ue earina on each side of the prothinax
at the base, very distinct on tlie male, feeble on the female; the wide fascia on
the elytra varies in extent, sometimes being- continuous except for a very narrow

interruption at the suture, at other times appearing as a large spot on each side;
the leg's are usually entii'cly dark or almost so. The clothing of the itrothoi-ax
varies apparently in accordance with the elytral fascia, on specimens having tliis

of gi-eat extent the pubescence in <lecidedly denser than on those whose fascia is

gi-eatly reduced in size; the elytra are usually entirely glabrous, but on an occa-
sional specimen the sides are feebly pubescent towards the base.

DiTROPinus FASCiATUs var. pictipes, n.var.

Sis males, from Cue, differ from thu typical form in having the |>riithuracic

punctures somewhat coarser, and the leg's red, except that the tarsi are almost

black, that there is a black streak on the under surface of the front femora, and
that the knees are slightly infuscated. the elytral fascia is wide and very narrowly
interrupted at the suture, and the dark parts of the elytra, although brassv, ai-e

paler than the prothorax.

A specimen, from Port Lincoln, appears to represent another variety; it has
the elytra entirely pale, except that a small amount of the base is <lark and the
suture is infuscated; the colour, however, is less flavous than usual; tlie front logs
are dark, but with the coxae and part of the tibiae obscurely reddish, the other

legs are red, except for the tarsi and knees. The outer lialf of each elytron is

sparsely l)ut rather distinctly pubescent.
A female, from "Western Australia, nuiy reiiresent still another variety, it is

unusually small (3 nun.) and at first glance the elytra ai)|iear to be entirely dark,
but from some directions a fairly large space on each side about the basal third

appears to be obscurely diluted with Havous; the legs are almost entirely dark,
the prothorax has denser punctures than usual, with it tendency to become longi-

tudinally cuntl\u'nt. and the latero-basal earinae are scarcely indicated.

DlTROPIIIfS llOFtlAE ('hl>.

Numerous s])eciniens from Northern Queensland (Cape York, Cairns, JIackay
and Bundaberg) ]irobably belong to this species, but only two of them could fairly
be noted as having both prothorax and elytra "nigTo-cyaneis"' ; on most of them
the elytra are purple, or deep purplish-blue, and the prothorax blue or black,
with a slight greenish gloss; the elytra usually have some of tlie interstices

obliquely strigose. but on some of them tliey are feebly strigose only near the

apex. The eyes of the male are close together, about half the length of the
basal joint of the antennae separating them; on the female the distance Ixt ween
them is about eriual to the len.gth of that joint.

DiTitDi'iurs TiiiiAi.is Clip.

A small metallic sjjecies raliiei- (Mimnioii in New South AVales ; the typical form
has legs i)ale, )mt hind femora dark; the prothoracic punctures are rather dense
and sharply defined.
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Var. a. Some specimens (from Sytlney, Maitlaml and Aimidale) differ in

being of a darker and less coppery-g-reen, and with the legs entirely dark; but I

can tind no structural differences from the tyi)ical foi'm.

DiTROPIDUS PUNCTULDMClip .

This species ranges 1.25 —1.5 mm. in lengfh. The eyes are rather widely

separated in the male, still more in the female. There was a ootype in tlie Black-

burn collection and otiiei' specimens before me are from Queensland { Hribie

Island), South Australia (Mount Lofty, Port Lincoln and Murray Bridge), and

Western Australia ( Swan River) .

DiTHOPiDU.s co.vvExiuscuLus Clip, (formerly Elaphodes.)

Two specimens, from Bowen, appear to belong to this species, described, with-

out the sex of the type being noted, originally as an Elaphodes. The antennae

of the male are lirokeii, but those of the female are slightly shorter and stouter

than in T). ctimuHs, referred by Chapius to Ditropidus. The male has a conspicu-
ous cross of white pubescence on the pronotum, on the female the cross is present
but less distinct ; the female has a conspicuous median fascia of white pulicscence
on the elytra, but on the male this is not di.stinct, owing to their clothing being
almost entirely white. In appearance the sjiecies is fairly close to cumrnis, l)ut

differs in having the jirothorax scarcely gibbons, not shagreened, its punctures
more sliari)ly defined and not at all elongate, and the elytral striae distinct only
near the sides.

DiTROPIDl'S COJIAXS Chp.

On this species there is usually, but not always, a distinct median fascia of

W'hite clothing on the elytra, the prothorax is gil)boHS in front, and at the middle

is either glabrous or very sparsely clotlie<l, allowing the dense punctures and finely

shagreened surface to be clearly seen . The distance between the eyes is about

equal to the length of the basal joint of the antennae in the male, considerably
more in the female; the length ranges 1.5 —3 ram. The species occurs from

Dalby, in Queensland, to the Swan River, in Western Australia.

DiTROPIDUS PUBICOLLIS Chp.

Recorded by Chapius without exact locality ; specimens before me agreeing
with his description are from New Soutii Wales (Goulliurn, Tamworth and Wind-

sor) and Soutli Australia (Quorn and Lucindale) .

DiTROPIDUS PUBKRULUSClip.

A specimen from Geraldton (Western Australia) possibly belongs to this

species; it is a male (the type was a female) and differs from the description in

being slightly smaller (2.25 mm.) and in having the parts flavous that were noted

by Chapius as ferruginous, except that the Joints of the club are infuscated at

their tips.

DiTROPIDUS ilACULICOLLlS Clip.

A s])ecimen from Brisbane (the type was from Sydney) agrees well with

the description of this species; its abdomen is more strongly convex than is usual

in males, and the tip of the jivgidium is not encroaching on the lower surface; but
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as it is nonfoveate I presvnuo the speeiiiieii must be a male. Two other males,

from Geraldton, appear also to belong to the species, one is slightly larger than

the Brisbane specimen, and its prothoracic blotch is broken up into two spots;

the other is still larger (2.5 uim.) and its prothorax is immaculate.

DiTROPIIH'S AC'K'ri.ATUS Clip.

Two specimgns from Victoria and South Australui (Mount Lofty) possibly

belong to this species, but differ from the description in being smaller (1.75
—2

mm.), and with the sides of the prothorax narrowly reddish; the differences are

possibly sexual, as they are males, and the type was a female. They both have

the shoulders slightly infuscated, and one at first glance appears to have a large

scutellum, owing to the derm in its vicinity being deeply infuscated .

DiTROPIDUS LEXTULUS Clip.

Three cotypes of this species from Tasmania have the legs entirely dark, and

tliere are many similar specimens before me, but the legs, especially the front and

middle ones, are often obscurely reddisli; the upper surface frequently has a

greenisli gloss, rarely a purplish one. There is a i-ather wide and shallow median

line on the head, and the eyes are moderately widely separated on the male, more
so on the female.

DiTROPIDUS SUBAENEUSChp .

There were two females of this species in the Blackburn collection, one bear-

ing a label "Ditropidiis subameiis Chp. Type" (no doubt it is a cotype), and I

took one at Hobart. All three have the hind legs black with a metallic gloss, liut

the middle and front leg's vary somewhat in colour. The head has a conspicuous
median line (not mentioned in the original description) and the eyes are widely

sejiarated, l)ut no doubt they are closer together in the male.

DiTROPIDUS COSTATUSChp.

Two females from Dalby and one from Bowen possibly belong to this species

(recorded from "Australia"), but they are brightly metallic (the types weie de-

scribed as ''subnitidus") . The Bowen specimen has the apical half of the abdomen

brightly coppery, the others have most of it more or less red . They are close to

venustKs, but the prothorax has slightly smaller punctures, its sides could fairly

be called strigose, and its colour is but little different to that of the elytra, the

legs are also of a bright red.

DiTROPIDUS I.A3IIXATUS Clip.

On the male of this species the elypeus hn.s two subtriangular elevations, each

side of the elytra has a large opaque patch (in striking contrast to the adjacent

polished surface), and the front legs are stout and rather long. The female differs

from it in t)eing less dilated at the .iunction of the prothorax and elytra, the latter

nowhere opa(|ue, the tu))ercles on the dypeus uiudi smaller, the front legs shorter

and thinner, the antennae thinner, and the abdomen more convex, with a large

apical fovea. On the male the eyes are separated about the length of the two

basal joints of antennae, on the female about three. The specimens before me
are all from Queensland (Cape York. Cucii. Cairns. Bowen. and Clinrtors Towers).
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DiTROPIDUS IMI'KRIALIS Clip.

Seven females, t'loiu Cape York, Coen, and Cairns, appear to belong to this

species, the finest of its genus from Australia; only one agrees at all well with the

type in colours, the others have the prothorax and soutellum coppery or coppery-

red, and tlie elytra deep purple, or purplish-hlne ;
on some of them the antennae

have the basal joint no darker than the second, but on two it is partly infuscated;

the distance between the eyes is about e(iual to the length of the two basal joints

of antennae. Two males, from Cairns, differ in being smaller, 4—i.25 mm., the

eyes larger and closer together, the distance between them less than the length

of the basal joint, front legs stouter, abdomen smaller, sloping to base and apex,

and non-foveate, and the clothing of the under surface denser; the prothornx and

scutellum are coppery with a slight greenish gloss, the head is darker and the

elytra are purple.
DlTROl'IDU.S INsrLARIS Lea.

(D. chalceus Lea: D. lateralis Lea.)

After reexamining the types and many other specimens I now believe that

D. chalceus and D. lateralis can only be regarded as varietal forms of D. insularis;

the upper surface is usually brassy, but varies to entirely blue, the legs vary from

entirely dark to almost entirely red; the prothoracic punctures are always sharply

<lefined, and are fairly dense. The species is evidently close to D. distingnendus,

but all the specimens before me are larger, up to 3.5 mm. in leug-th, than the

type of that species, and the prothorax could not be regarded as "lateraliter

strigero .

"

DiTROPIDUS xiGRicOLLis Lea.

A male, from Northern Queensland, probably belongs to this species, but

differs from the type in being smaller, 1.75 mm., the head and prothorax reddish-

flavous, and elytra flavous (except that there is a narrow black line at the junc-

tion of the prothorax and elytra) ;
its under surface has a conspicuous black cross,

the upriglit part of which extends from the prosternal process to the end of the

first abdominal segment, and the cross-piece is on the metasternum, ending abruptly

at the episterna. Another male, from Sydney, agrees with it. except that the

cross-piece on the under surface is larger and less sharply defined, its sides in-

eluding the metasternal episterna.

DiTROPIDUS suBSiMiLis Lea.

A female of this species, from the Blue Mountains, differs from the types in

having a small, round, black spot, towards each side of the pronotum.

DiTROPIDUS NIGRIPENXIS Lea.

On the male of this species the clyi^eus is depressed in the middle, and each

side is elevated into a small subtriangular, slightly curved, black-tipped process,

about half the length of the basal joint of the antennae; the armature is different

from that of D. corimius, and there are many other differences of sculptui'e and

colour .

Var. a. Three males, from .lenolan, agree so closely with the types that I

cannot regard them as representing a distinct species, but the processes on the

head are much longer (somewhat longer than the basal joint of the antennae) more

stronglv cur\ed. and conspicuous from most directions.

4^

L I E i\ /-, .
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DiTROPiDUs LAEvicoLLis Lea.

This species occurs in South Australia (Lucindale and Port Lincoln) as well

as in Western Australia. Its elypeus appears as a narrow transvei-se rid^e, and
in many other respects it agrees witli the description of D. suhmetaUexcenn, hut

all the specimens before me are somewhat larger, 2—2.75 mm., than the type of

that species. z^Hn., which was also noted as having "thorace subremote, tenuiter

piiiictato''; the prothoracic punctures of /;. laevicoUis are certainly not subremote,

bi'iiig fairly dense, althougli not crowded.

DlTBOPIDlS MTKrATOPUXCTATrs Lea.

A short compact species, the prothorax with sparse and small punctures on
the disc, but the sides densely longitudiuall.y strigose. Specimens from Sydney
and Galston agree well with the type, except that the legs ai-e entirely black; the

eyes of the male are separated rather more than the length of the basal joint of
the antennae, still more in the female.

DiTROPiDUM sOBRixvs Lea.

Numerous specimens from South Australia (Petersburg, Quorn and Para-
<-hilna) belong to this species, but range in lengih 2.25 —3 mm., the males usually
being smaller than the females. The eyes are moderately widely separated in the
males, more widely in the females; the jiunctures in the inter-ocular space are
i-ather dense and sharply defined; there is usually a well-defined median line there,
but occasionally it is almost absent; tlie discal striae of the elytra are very feelile;
the labrum is reddish, and the red occasionally extends to tlie elypeus.

DiTROPiDus VEXUSTUSLea.

A specimen from Northern Queensland, and another from Mungar .Junction,
<liffer from the types in having the ui)per surface entirely purple, altliough the

protliorax is of not quite the same shade as the elytra.

DiTROPinrs .scitui.tts Lea.

Of two specimens from the Swan Kivei' one agrees well with the type, but

the other has the elytra of a vivid cn|iiiciy-green .

DiTROPIUUS LATIFRONS, U . SJI .

^ c?.
—

Coppery-bronze, in places with a sliglit imriilisii gloss; lal)rum, antennae

(the club infuscated) and )ial).)i ledilisli, ti))s of tibiae obscurely reddisli. MckUt-

ately densely clothed with white pubescence.
Head wide and flat in front; witli I'ather dense, partially <'nncertlecl punct\tfes.

Eyes widely separated. Prothorax about twdce as wide as the median length,

evenly convex, a feeble oblique carina on each hind angle, these acute; punctures
rather dense and sharply defined, but not very large. Eli/tra with siunewhat

coarser punctures than on prothorax, the interspaces slightly rugose; striae well-

detlned on sides, but scarcely traceable elsewliere. Le()S rather stout,

the front ones somewhat longer than the otliers. Lenglii (c?. ?), 3.75 —4 mm.
?. —Differs in l)eing rather more robust, iiead smaller, labrum less prominent,

antennae somewhat thinner, with the club no darkei- than the basal joints, front

legs no longer than tlie liind ones, more of tlie tiliiiie reil. ;ind in tlie iiliduineii.
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Hafe.— New South Wales: Condobolin. in October (W. W. Froggatt) .

On the under surface the clothing is somewhat longer than on the upper; on

the disc of the pronotuni it has a somewhat rusty appearance, across the middle

it forms a whitish line that is fairly distinct on the types, and on another speci-

men that was returned to Mr . Froggatt ; but as a similar line is to be seen on

occasional specimens of other species, it is probably not to be depended upon.
The distance between the eyes of the male is about e(iual to the width of the

clypeus, on the female it is slightly more. The species is close to D. puhescens,
but the prothorax has a short obli(|ue carina on each hind angle (somewhat as on

D. faseiatus, hut less distinct) the legs are darker, an<l the punctures are slightly

coarser: the sliape is more oblong than in U. pubicolUn and D. ichitei, and the

clothing is denser.

DiTROPIDUS OKXICTLATrS, n . sp .

c?.
—Coppery-bronze; clypeus. lalnum, parts of antennae, base of tibiae and

usually parts of abdomen and elytral epipleurae red. Under surface moderately

clothed with white pubescence, more sparsely on u(>per.

Head with a wide and rather shallow median line; punctures dense and rather

sharply defined, becoming confluent in places. Eyes widely separated. Pru-

th rax ahont twice as wide as the median length, ratlier strongly and evenly convex,

scutellar lobe small ; punctures rather small and not x'ery dense in middle, becoming

crowded and confluent, or substrigose, on sides. Eli/tra ol)long, with dense and

rather small but asperate punctures, the interspaces flnely rugose (almost shag-

reeaed), striae distinct on sides but scarcely traceable elsewliere. Legs moderately

stout, front ones scarcely longer than the hind ones. Lengfh (<?, 2), 3—4 mm.

9. —Ditjfers in being rather more robust, head slightly smaller, the median line

deeper and almost foveate in the middle, antennae somewhat thinner, legs slightly

shorter, and in the abdomen.

Hab. —Western Au-stralia: Geraldton (A. M. Lea).

A sub-oblong species, not very densely but almost evenly clothed on the upper

surface. The third, fourth, and fifth joints of the antennae, and the lower parts

of the fii-st and second are reddish, the others being blackish ; the red of the clypeus

varies in extent and intensity; the sides of the three or four basal segments of

abdomen and the tip of the pygidium are usually, but not always, reddisli (the

variation is not sexual) ; the elytral epipleurae are of a rather bright red on some

specimens, obscure on others; the red of the tibiae sometimes extends to the tips

of the femora. The distance between the eyes is about equal to the width of the

clypeus on the male, rather more on the female. F)-om above the hind angles of

the prothorax appear to be acute, but from tlie sides they are seen to be rectangu-

lar; the sides are not evenly strigose, the punctures there being dense and fre-

quently confluent, but as tlie derm is partially concealed by the cloth-

ing, the surface at first glance appears c|uite conspicuously strigose.

On the apical segment of the abdomen ol' the male there is a vague

depression, but on the female this is increased to a large round fovea,

In general apjiearance it is fairly close to D. puhicollin but is somewhat narrower

and the eh'tra are not glabrous; from I), rji/nmrjptenis, to which it is closer in

shape, it differs markedly in the finer sculpture of both ]irothorax and elytra, as

well as in the latter being clothed; D. intonstis is much smaller and more roundtd;
T). irhitei is larger, more rounded, and with the fliiei' sculpture different. The
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antennae are somewhat longer than is usual, but the joints of the club are not

sufficiently long and loose to warrant the species being referred to Elaphod-es.

DiTKOPiin's iiinvs, n.sp.

d".
—Coppery-bronze: elytiii llavdus. slioulders, base, and suture infuscated.

six basal joints of antennae (except upper surface of first), knees and trochanters

reddish, rest of antennae and of legs infuscated or black. Head, protliorax, under

surface and legs with white puljeseenee.

Head large and wide, obliquely flattened Ijetween eyes, shagxeened and finely

punctate; dypeus large, rounded in front, less shagreened and with stronger punc-
tures than between eyes ; labrum wide and feebly bilobed ; mandibles large and

strongly curved. Eyes prominent and widely separated. Protliorax about twice

as wide as the median length, base not mucli wider than apex; with small and

sparse punctures on middle, becoming more numerous, but not crowded, on sides.

Elytra slightly longer than the basal width, sides moderately naiTowed posteriorly:
with rows of small but distinct punctures, on the sides set in distinct striae ; inter-

stices subopaque or very inconspicuously sliagreened . Front legs much longer
than the othei-s. Leng-th, 4—i.25 mm.

ffab.— New South Wales: Moree (W. W. Froggatt's 107 L).

A remarkably distinct species, with mandibles suggestive of those of the male

of Elaphodes vidpiiiiis, although the antennae are of normal length; the eyes are

unusually wide apart, and the eanthus of each is rather feeble; the great lengtli

of the front legs is due partly to the tarsi, but mostly to the tibiae, the latter being
at least half as long again as the others. I know of no closely allied species, al-

though the colour of the elytra is at first suggestive of D. />(.<</« his.- on the male of

D. mandibidaris the jaws, although very powerful, are of different shape, the eyes
are closer together (although widely separated) with the eanthus larger, and the

prothorax entirely glabrous.

DiTROPirns r.iMACULATrs, n.sp.

d".
—Black; muzzle. Ijasal hall' of antennae, palpi, a large spot on each elytron,

and parts of front legs fiavous or reddish-flavous. Head, under surface and legs

with sparse, whitish jiubescenee.

Head with rather small and dense but sharply defined punctures; median line

feel)ly defined. Eyes moderately separated, tlu- distance between them about equal

to the length of two basal joints of antennae. Prothorax not quite twice as wide

as the median length, base almost twice as wide as apex; punctures about as large

as on head, but not ([uite as dense. Elytra slightly narrowed posteriorly; with

rows of rather small but distinct suboblong (lunctures, becoming larger and set in

strong striae on tlie sides, interstices with minute puiu-tures. Legs rather short.

Length. 2.G nmi.

Hah. —Queensland: Dalby (Mre. F. H. Hobler), unique.
The non-metallic upper surface, with two large red spots on the elytra, ren<ler

this a very distinct species, to which I know no closely allied one; each spot is

tear-shaped, and extends from the middle of the disc (where it is narrowest)

almost to the inner apical augle, where it occupies about two-thirds of tiie width;

the red of the nuiz/.le extends to slightly beyond the ocular canthi. the front

femora are almost entirely red. the under surface and apex of the front tibiae
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and the tips of the others are also more or less reddish. The median length of

the prothorax is slightly more than the apical width.

DiTROPIDUS LATICOLLI.S, n.Sp.

?. —Black; labiiiui, basal lialf of antennae (the club infuscated) and palpi rather

obscurely tlavous; elytra with sides and apex widely tiavous, elsewhere infuscated;

leg's in parts obscurely diluted with red. Under surface and legs slightly pubescent.

Head shagreened and with dense, fine, aciculate punctures, more distinct on

clypeus than elsewhere. Eyes rather widely separated. Antennae short. Pro-

thorax more than twice as wide as the median length, apex scarcely half the width

of base; shagreened and with dense, tine, aciculate punctures, becoming crowded

in front angles. Elytra scarcely as long as wide, sides moderately rounded; with

rows of distinct but not very large punctures, becoming larger and set in deep

striae on the sides
;

interstices with dense and very fine punctures, or feebly

shagi'eened. Abdomen with a large, round, deep, apical fovea. Length, 2.75^
3 mm.

Rah. —Queensland: Duaringa (G. Barnard).

A curious round species of which I know no close ally. On two speci-

mens the elytra have the sides widely tlavous, from the base to and across the

apex (but there is a slight infuscation on the sides above the abdomen), thus

bounding on three sides a large, subc^uadrate, deeply infuscated patch; on a third

specimen the infuscation is extended so that the tlavous parts (which are consider-

ably reduced in intensity) are confined to the vicinity of the shoulders and apices;
on the third specimen the median line of the head is very distinct, on the others it

is feeble. The distance- between the eyes at their nearest is about eciual to the

length of the three basal joints of the antennae, but it would be less in the male.

The pronotum has a vague bronzy gloss, but it could hardly be regarded as me-

tallic; from some directions it appears to be very finely pubescent, but under a

compound power it is seen to be quite glabrous ; the hind angles from above ap-
pear to be quite sharply acute, but from the sides they are seen to be rectangular;
the notch of the scutellar lobe is very feeble. The intercoxal process of the pros-
ternum is almost twice as wide as long, truncated in front, and feebly incurved
behind .

DiTROPIDUS IMPCXCTICOLLIS, n.sp.

?. —Black; lalirum, basal half of antennae (the club infuscated), pa]];.i, ab-

domen, legs, and a variable amount of elytra tlavous. Under surface and legs

vei-y feebly pubescent.

Head shagreened and subopaque; median line feeble. Eyes widely separated.
Prothorax about thrice as wide as the median length, sides stiiongly narrowed to

apex; impunctate. Elytra about one fifth longer than wide, sides moderately
rounded : with rows of rather small but distinct punctures, on the sides set in dis-

tinct striae. Abdomen with a large, round, deep, apical fovea. Length, 1.75 —2

mm.
Tlab. —Western Australia: Karridale (A. M. Lea).
A minute species without punctures on tlie prothorax, even on the sides.

The hind end of the prosternal process is almost truncated, but as the scutellar

lobe is notched, the scutellum minute, and club five-jointed the species was re-

ferred to Ditropidiis without hesitation. Of the two specimens under examina-
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tiun the larfTcr one has the elytra Havous, except for a narrow Ijla.-k hiusal e.ly'mg,

and a short infuseation of the suture at the base; but the smaller one has about

halt' of the elytra l)lack or infuscateil, tlie dark part not sharply defined on its

edges, but extending from each shoulder to the suture beyond the middle, so that

the sides and apex are widely flavous.

DlTliOl'IUrS IIETALLICUS, n . sp .

^_ Coppery, prothurax sometimes with a greenish gloss; labruiu, basal half

of antennae (the club infuscated), tips of elytra, abdomen (except part of base),

legs (the claws infuscated) reddish-llavous. Head, under surface and legs

sparsely pubescent.

Head with crowded and more or less obliquely confluent punctures; median

line rather shallow. Eyes widely separated. Prothorax at apex abimt as wide

as the median length, sides increasing in width to base; with dense and rather

sti'ong punctures, the sides conspicuously strigose. Elytra oblong; with rows of

rather large punctures, at the sides set in rather deep striae. Length [S, V),

2—2.5 mm.
?. —Differs in being somewhat more robust, eyes more widely separated, pro-

thorax and legs slightly shorter, and abdomen larger, with a large, round, deep,

apical fovea.

//a6.— Tasmania: Sheffield (il. 11. D. Griffith's No. 1204).

The prosternum is usually coppery, the niesosternum and metasternuiu bronzy ;

the dark part of the abdomen is sometimes semicircular, and almost confined to the

intercoxal process; the pygidium is entirely pale. The median line of the head is

rather shallow, but is very conspicuous on account of the converging punctures;

the front legs of the male are no longer than the hind ones. The description of

D. apiciflavus (from "Nouvelle Hollande") agTees in most respects with this

species, except that of the prothorax, which is noted as "parce et subtiliter pune-

tulato, lateraliter substrigoso." Specimens from New South Wales (Gosford,

Sydney, and .Jenolan) agree in all respects with its description (except that some

of them are larger) ;
the present species differs from these in having the prothorax

with dense, and, for the genus rather strong punctures, with the sides densely

strigose; it has also larger elytral jnuictures, is narrower and more cojipery (alino.-t

golden) than brassy. It is the only species now known from Tasmania, witii the

elytra tipped with red, althougii the red is not always snari)iy limited; I). rir'uViae-

neus has the prothorax wider and very ilifiVicntly sculptured.

DiTROPIDUS INSIGNIS, n . sp .

5.- —Deep violet-blue, labrum. i>alpi and p.iii nl' antennae re(l. Tender surface

and legs with sparse pubescence.
Head with crowded and sharjdy ilcHncd ]iiuictur<'s. lic'cuiiiiug i-iigosc on

clyi)eus, median line shallow and irregular. Kyes widely separated. I'mllnirar

at base scarcely twice as wide as tiie median length, sides strongly rounded; with

crowded, longitudinally confluent punctures, excejit on scutellav lobe, where they
are separately impressed. Eli/tra briefly suboblong; with rows of not very large
but deep punctures, becoming larger and set in fairly deep striae on the sides;

interstices with sparse punctures, except posteriorly, where they are moderately
dense and rugose. Under surface with rather ilense and coarse punctures; ab-

domen with a large, round deep apical fovea. Length, 4.25 mm.
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Hub. —Western Australia: jMullewa (Miss J. V. May), imif|ue.

A beautiful deep-blue speeies, very distinct from all others known to me by

the sculpture of the prothi>rax; at first ,y'lanee this apjiears to be densely longi-

tudinally strig'ose, but it is really densely punctate, the punctures everywhere

continent except on a small part of the scutellar lobe. The elytra are of the

same shade of colour as the prothorax, but owing to their smoother sui'face they

appear brightei-; the antennae are rather long for the genus, and the second-fourth

joints are i)artly or entirely red, the others being more or less deeply infu.scated.

The pygidiuni is glal)rous, and its jninctures are (|uite as sharply defined as those-

on the head.

DiTnoHinrs py(;tiiialis, n.sj).

(f.
—

Black; tiiree basal joints of antennae obscurely reddish. Under surface

and leg's with sparse pubescence.
Head with dense punctures at base and on clypeus; median line wide, shallow,^

and with smaller and sparser jnmctures than on the adjacent surface. Eyes

moderately separated. Pmthora.v at base not twice as wide as the median length,

sides strongly rounded; with sparse and minute punctures, the front angles finely

strigose. Eli/tra briefly suboblong, with rows of not very large punctures, at the

sides set in deep stria; interstices faintly wrinkled. Length (c?, ?), 2.6 —3 mm.
2. —Differs in being .slightly more robust, prothorax shorter, legs somewhat

shorter, and in the abdomen .

Hab. —New South Wales: Sydney (A. M. Lea).

There is a single specimen of each sex before me ; on the male the elytra have

a slight bluish or bluish-green gloss, but this is absent from the female; the dis-

tance between the eyes of the male is about equal to the length of the three basal

joints of antennae, in the female of the five basal joints; on the male the front

angles of the prothorax are densely and finely strigose, but the strigae are so very

fine that the surface at first appears to be slightly shagreened, on the female they

almost reach the vanishing- point; the hind angles from above appear to be acute,

and to slightly embrace the shoulders, but they are really almost rectangular; tlie

punctures on the pygidium are dense and subreticulate.

DlTROPIDUS CARIN.WICEP8, U . Sp .

2. —Blue; labruni, palpi, and second-sixth joints of antennae red. Under

surface and legs with sparse,- inconspicuous pubescence.

Head large; with rather small but sliarjily defined punctures, becoming crowd-

ed and irregular in front ; median line well-defined ; clypeal suture marked by a

bisinuate carina. Eyes very widely separated. Prothorax about twice as wide

as the median length, sides strongly rounded, lateral gutters well-defined; punctures

small but sharply defined. Elytra sub-oblong; with rows of fairly large punc-

tures, on the sides set in deep striae; interstices witk sparse and minute punctures.

Abdomen with a large, round, deep, apical fovea. Length. 4.5 mm.
Hah. —New South Wales: Forest Reefs (A. M. Lea), unique.

The side of each elytron is gently incurved between the base and the sudden

deflection before the middle, the dilated part being unusually deep, and the sub-

lateral interstice cun'ing around on to it; the clypeus has two small transversely-

oval, impunctate areolets, each bounded behind by a narrow carina, and in front

by a more obtuse elevation (it is probably vei-y different in the male) ; these
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characters at once distinguish the species from B. armatus, D. vigilans, D. uhdoiii-

inalis and the blue variety of D. concalor; from the variety, it is also distinguished

by its red labruin, longer elytra, different inter-ocular space, non-strigose sides of

protliorax, and punctures of metasternum notably coareer and sjjarser towards the

sides. In D. coelestis the sides of the elytra are almost the same, but the punc-
tures of the head and prothorax are considerably larger and denser, and the head

has a circular inter-ocular fovea. The head and parts of the under surface have

a greenish gloss, the elj-tra a purplish one; the tip of the abdomen and middle of

the metasternum are obscurely diluted with red, but from most directions the red

is invisible, parts of the co.xae are also obscurely reddi.sh. The prothoracic punc-
tures, although small, are sharply defined, on the sides they are slightly elongated,
but not at all confluent.

DiTROPIDUS StTBARJIATU.S, n . Sp .

c?.
—

Bronzy, labrum, basal half of antennae, palpi, and under surface of front

femora and tibiae reddish. Head, under surface antl legs with white pubescence.

Head with rather distant punctures; median line lightly impressed; clypeus

subtuberculate at each end. Eyes rather close together. Prothorax at base not

twice as wide as the median lengfh, sides strongly narrowed to apex ; with small

but sharply defined punctures in middle, becoming larger and crowded on sides.

Elytra not much longer than basal width, sides rather strongly narrowed pos-

teriorly; with rows of rather large punctures, interstices with dense but faint

punctui'es (almost shagreened) . Front legs slightly longer than hind ones.

Length, 2.75 mm.
Hah. —Western Australia: Swan River (A. "Si. Lea). uni(|ue.

This species has been placed amongst those having dark legs, as, although the

under surface of the front ones is reddish, their upper surface is blackish; the

elytra have a vag-ue greenish gloss. The distance between the eyes is hardly more

than the length of the basal joint of antennae; the rows of punctures on the

elytra, even the short subsutural ones, are set in shallow striae; as a result the

interstices are gently separately convex: on the sides, however, the striae are

much deeper, and the interstices are acutely costate; although the type is a male,
the third abdominal segment is distinct across the middle. The sides of the clypeus
denote an approach to some of the armed species, as they are slightly elevated and

shining, with the intervening space depressed : this character at once distinguishes
the species from D. cognatus, D. quadratipeiinis. D. indisti)tcti(.<i, D. conge)! it iis

and others, to which at first glance it seems close; in general appearance it is like

a small D. concolor, but the jaws and clypeus are very different .

DiTROPIDUS LOBICOLLIS, U.Sp.

(?. —Black, upper surface with a slight bronzy gloss, labrum and basal half of

antennae (upper surface of first joint infuscated) reddish. Head, under surface,

pygidium and legs with white pubescence.

Head with rather small, dense, partially concealed punctures; median line

vague. Eyes as far apart as the length of two basal joints of antennae. Pro-

thorax at base almost twice as wide as the median length, sides strongly rounded,

with small and sharply defined but not crowded punctures in middle, becoming

larger and denser on sides. Ehitra short; with rows of not very large punctures,

becoming larger and set in deep striae on the sides; interstices with fnirly dense
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but very minute ijuueturos. Front legs sliohtly longer than hind ones. Length,

3.25 mm.
Hab. —Queensland: Brisbane (A. J. Coates), unique.

The three apical joints of the club are missing from the type, but the two

basal ones are of normal appearance, the scutellar lobe is acute, slightly elevated

and not notched. The type at first looks like a small female of D. concolor, but

has very different punctures and jaws; the prothorax is less narrowed in front

than D. subannatus, the eyes are slightly more distant, and the dypeus is not

subdentate on the sides; the protlioraci<' inuictures differ, lioth on the middle and

sides, from those of D. puncticnllis and tlie labrum is reddish, etc.; the elytra are

not shagreened as in D. costatus.

DlTROPIDUS CAERULEUS, U . Sp .

c?.
—

Deejj blue, under surface almost black, front of elypeus, labrum and

basal half of antennae (upper surface of basal joint infuscated) reddish. Under

sui'face and legs sparsely clothed, head almost glabrous.

Head with dense, sharply defined punctures. Eyes widely separated. Pro-

thorax mure tlian twice as wide as the median length, sides strongly rounde<l ;

with fairly dense and rather small, but sharply defined punctures, becoming

slightly smaller on sides. Elytra briefly suboblong, sides gently narrowed pos-

terioi'ly; with rows of small punctures, becoming slightly larger and set in dis-

tinct striae on the sides; interstices faintly wrinkled, and with very small punc-
tures. Front legs slightly longer than hind ones. Length (d', S), 2.75 —3 mm.

?. —Differs in being more robust, eyes slightly more apart, elytra less nar-

rowed posteriorly, front legs no longer than liind ones, and abdomen with a large,

round, deep, apical fovea.

Hab. —Western Australia: Rottnest Island and Vasse River; New South
Wales: Sydney (A. M. Lea).

A beautiful, deep blue species, with unusually small seriate punctures on the

elytra; the head occasionally has a slight greenisli or coppery-green gloss, and two
specimens have the sides of the elytra, from some directions, distinctly coppery,
occasionally the upper surface is almost purple; the tips of the tibiae and the
extreme base of the front femora are sometimes reddish. It is more conspicu-
ously blue than D. tropicus, eyes (sex for sex) more widely separated, protlioracie
imnctures larger, seriate ones of elytra much smaller and the interstices faintly
wrinkled; structurally it is close to D. ch/pealis, which also has the elypeus red.
t)ut tlie colour and punctures are different; it has the sharply defined inter-ocular

punctures of D. frontalis, D. tnelasomus, D. seminulum and D. sobrinus, but differs
from all of these in being shorter and broader, prothorax with sides more strongly
narrowed in front, and punctures denser and stronger. The median line of the
bead is very feeble at the base, and on some specimens is rejiresented by a sliallow,
almost circular depression in the middle, but from some specimens it is altogether
absent .

DlTROPIDUS CORIAC'EUS, U . Sp .

c?.— Black, with a slight bronzy gloss, basal half of antennae obscurely red-
dish. Glabrous. Upper surface shagreened.

Head with very minute punctures, median line very feeble. Eyes rather
widely separated. Prothnra.v about thrice as wide as the median lena-fh, sides
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Strongly rounded; punctures very minute. Elytra short, sides beyond middle

stronjilv rounded. Length, 1.2 —1.3 mm.

2.—Differs in the usual particulars of eyes, legs and abdomen.

//a^._-\Vestei-n Australia: Geraldton and Swan River (A. M. Lea). Dirk

Hart og Island (Dr. Michaelsen).

In general appearance very near punctulum, but slightly narrower and elytra

shagreened, on that species the head and prothorax. but not the elytra, are shag-

reened. the shagreening is not so pronounced as that of the head and prothorax,

but is (]uite distinct ; from some directions vague lines reiiresenting series of punc-

tures may be seen on the discal parts, and even the lateral striae are very feeble,

on several specimens only the marginal stria on each side is present: an incon-

spicuous depression traverses the base of the seutellar lobe; the median line of

the metasternum is diliited at the base so as to form a fairly large but shallow

fovea .

DlTROPIDUS TRAXQUILLUS, n . sp .

d".— Black, labium, basal half of antennae (club infuscated) palpi and parts

of legs more or less reddish or flavous. Glabrous.

Head evenly convex; with small, but rather sharp punctures; median line

scarcely traceable. Eyes rather widely separated. Prothorax more than twice

as wide as the median length, sides strongly rounded; with rather dense and small,

))ut sharply defined punctures. Elytra subquadrate; with series of small punc-

tures, on the sides set in deep striae. Length (c?, ?), 1.75 —2 mm.

9. —Differs in the usual particulars of eyes, legs and abdomen..

Ilah.—'tiew South Wales: Sydney and Como (A. M. Lea).

Slightly larger and more compact tlian D. ragans, and elytral jninctures almost

the same, but prothoracic punctures slightly smaller, and all parts of the upper

surface shining and nowhere shagreened or opaque ;
the prothoracic punctures are

much smaller than on D. rotuncliformi.-i, and the legs are paler. There are dense

and sharply defiiied punctures on almost the whole of the under surface. The

knees, tarsi, and hind femora are usually d.Trker than the rest of the legs, some-

times the hind femora are only partly dark, occasionally the tibiae are scarcely

paler than the tarsi.

DiTROPIDUS RUFISr.\NUS, H.Sp.

d".
—Black; clypeus, labrum, most of inter-ocular space, l)asal half of an-

tennae (the club infuscated) palpi, front legs (knees infuscated), middle and hind

tarsi, more or less red. Under surface and legs with \-erv sparse pubescence.

Head subopaque; with small and fairly dense punctures; median line liglitly

impressed. Eyes rather widely separated, rrothora.r about twice as wide a.s the

median length; with very small but sharply defined punctures. Elytra briefly

suboblong, with rows of rather large punctures, becoming much smaller posteriorly,

and set in deep striae on the sides. Fmnl h'l/s slightly longer than hind ones.

Length (c?, $), 2—2.2.5 mm.
$. —Differs in being more rol)ust, eyes more apart, inter-ocular space, clypeus

and front femora black, seriate punctures of -elytra smaller, front legs no longer

than hind ones, and abdomen larger, more conve.x, and with a large, ajiical fovea.

Wa!*.— South Australia: Mount Lofty (A. M. Lea).

In some respects fairly close to the description of D. farialif, but middle (ibiae

dark, on the head of the female only the labrum is pale, the sides of the metas-
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ternum are not pale, and five joints of the antennae are dark; tlie elothing and

[junctures also do not agree with the description. Only one specimen of each sex

was obtained, and it is probable that the colours of the legs are variable.

DiTROPIDUS SCULPTIPENNIS, n . sp .

c?. —Black; muzzle, basal half of antennae, pal])i, and parts of leg's more or

less flavous. Under surface and legs very feebly pubescent.

Head opaque and witli small punctures ; median line lightly impressed . Eyes

large and close togetlier, the distance between them hardly more than half the

length of the basal joint of antennae. Protliorajc more than twice as wide a^ the

median length, sides strongly rounded ;
with rather small but sharply defined

punctures in middle, becoming larger and crowded on sides. Elytra short; with

rows of rather large ])unctures, on the sides and apical half in distinct striae.

Abdomen with a vague apical depression. Front
Jeg.-f slightly longer than hind

ones . Length, 2 . 1 mm.

Hah. —Western Australia: Geraldton (A. ]\I. Lea), unique.

Approaching the D. jacohyi gi'oup, but the punctures on the medio-basal half

of the elytra, although in quite distinct rows, are not in deep striae, on the sides

the interstices between the striae are carinated . The tai-si, trochanters, front

tibiae and base <if fnmt femora are paler than the other parts of the legs, whicii

are more or less deeply infuscated ; the pygidiuin is of a deep black, and the elytra
in its vicinity seem dark brown, although from above they seem to be jiolished

black throughout. Frorii above the soutellar lobe seems to be entire, but from
behind it is seen to be slightly notclied .

DiTROPIDUS SUBSUTURALIS, U . Sp .

, S. —Black, upper surface with a vague metallic gloss; labrum, basal half of

antennae, paljii, tarsi, front leg's (knees excepted) and parts of middle and of

hind tibiae more or less flavous. Glabrous.

Head shagreened and with minute punctures; median line lightly impressed.

Eyes moderately separated, their distance apart slightly more than the length of

basal joint of antennae. Prnthora.r about thrice as wide as the median leng'th,

sides strongly rounded, scutellar lobe shorter than usual; punctures very small.

Elytra short, rather strongly narrowed ixisteriorly ;
rather strongly striated, the

striae becoming smaller towards suture, and towards the base near the suture

represented by rows of punctures. Length, 1.75 mm.
Hab. —New South Wales: Tweed River (A. M. Lea), unique.
The elytral striae are much as in the preceding species, but their contained

punctures are much smaller, the eyes are also more apart, so that the divergence
from the D. jacohyi type is still more apparent; at fir.st glance the species seems
close to D. hrevicollis and B. vicarius, but the striae occupy the whole of the apical
half of the elytra, instead of being confined to the sides. The basal segment of
the abdomen, and the whole of the metasternum, have dense and small, but shar]dy
defined punctures.

DiTROPIDUS BRUNNEIPENXIS, H . Sp .

d". —Black, in places with a slight metallic gloss, but head distinctly copi>ery;
elytra dark browi, becoming paler at ape.x and sides, the suture narrowly black;
labrum, basal half of antennae (club infuscated) and leg's more or less flavous.

Glabrous .
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Head sbagreeneil but with fairly tlistinet punctures; median line taint and

becoming feebly foveate between eyes. Eyes moderately separated, the distance

between them abdut eijual to the length of three l)asal joints of antennae. Pro-

thorax more than thrice as wide as the median lenglh. sides strongly rounded,

median lobe unusually short
; punctures very small but from some directions rather

sharply defined. Elytra about as long as the basal width, apical half rather

strongly rounded
;

with series of punctures of moderate size, set in deep striae on

the sides, and lighter ones posteriorly. Abilom^ii with a shallow apical depres-

sion. Front legs slightly longer than hind ones. Length (S,2). 1.5 —1.75 mm.

?. —Differs in having eyes more apart, front legs no longer than the hind

ones, and abdomen with a large apical fovea.

jjah. —Western Australia: Swan River and Karridale (A. M. Lea).

A short rounded species, with elytra! striation approaching the species of the

D. jacobyi group, but the striae on the medio-basal jiortion giving place to rows

of punctures, the eyes are also more ajjart than in any species of that group. The

intercoxal. process of the mesosternum is larger than usual, and with punctures

much as on the prosternal process.

Elaphode.s RHIZOmOIDES. n.sp.

5. Black, elytra with a purjilish gloss; lalirum. antennae (club more or less

infuscated), palpi, abdomen, and parts of coxae and of tarsi reddish-Havous.

Moderately densely clothed with somewhat gdldcn imbescence. becoming shorter

and sparser on under surface and legs.

Head with dense and sharply defined punctures; median line fairly distinct.

Prothorax more than twice as wide as the median leng-th, sides strongly narrowed

in front; punctures about the size of those on head, but less crowded. Elytra

rather short; punctures larger and less crowded (although still fairly dense) than

on prothorax, only the marginal stria on each side distinct. Abdomen with a very

large apical fovea. Length, 3.25 mm.
Hob. —New South Wales: Dalmorton. in March (A. M. Lea). unif|ue.

The pubescent body and fairly long club seem to indicate that this species is a

member of Elaphodes rather than of Ditnipidits. to which in consequence it has

been referred. At a glance it resembles Rhisobius ve>itralis, of the CoccineUidae.

Elaphodes haemorrhoidalis, n.sp.

?. —Black; muzzle (including a subtriangular space to between the eyes),

antennae (club infuscated). tips of elytra, abdomen and legs red. With moder-

ately dense and comparatively long white ]iubescence, becoming sparser and

shorter on under surface and legs.

Head shagreened and with dense punctures, many of which are obliquely

confluent; median line feeble. Prothorax more than twice as wide as the median

length, sides strongly rounded: iiunctures dense and sharply defined. Elytra ob-

long; with rows of fairly large iiunctures. on the sides set in striae; interstices

each with a row of distinct ])nncturcs. Jhilininii with a large apical fovea.

Length, 3.75 —4 mm.
Hab. —Tasmania: Hobart (A. M. Lea).

Structurally and in appearance like the jireceding species (and as with that

species it might almost as well have been referred to Ditropidiis). but clotiiing

not i|uite tlie same, legs and tips of elytra icd. and punctures of dytra larger and
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seriately arransed. those on the interstices are almost as large as those in the

regular rows, although not so closely placed, as a result the series appear to be

very numerous .

Elaphodes halticoides, n.sp.

c?. —Head and prothorax reddish with a coppery gloss; muzzle, basal joints

of antennae (the others blackish) presternum, mesosternum, part of abdomen and

legs reddish-flavous, elytra pale flavous (almost ivory-white), with darker mark-

ings and punctures, extreme base, scutellum, raetasternum, and part of abdomen

black or blackish. Moderately clothed with short, wliitish pubescence, Init elytra

glabrous .

7/earf with crowded punctures; median line feeble. Prothnras more than

twice as wide as the median length; witli dense Init not very large punctures,

becoming crowded on sides; with remnants of an impunctate median line; scutellar

lobe scarcely visibly notched. Elytra suboblong; with rows of rather large punc-

tures, in distinct striae throughout; interstices with very sparse punctures. Front

legs slightly longer than hind ones. Length {S, 2), 2.25 —2.5 mm.
?. —Differs in being larger and more robust, under surface entirely pale, and

in the usual particulars of the eyes, leg's and abdomen.

Hab. —Western Australia: Bridgetown (A. M. Lea).

As the antennal club is but five-jointed this species cannot be referred to

PolijacliHS : as the prothorax is clothed and the joints of the club rather lax 1 have

tlierefore referred it to Elaphodef< ; at first glance it appears to belong to the

Halticides, the resemblance to some of the ])ale sjiecies of Plectroscelis and to some

small ones of Arsipoda being quite striking. The markings on the elytra are

somewhat the colour of the prothorax, except that in some lights they have a

purplish gloss; they are not exactly the same on both specimens; on the male on

the left elytron theV form an irregular j (reversed on the right) and a spot on

the shoulder, on the female they are more diffused and connected together: the

punctures at first appear to be infuscated, but are really slightly metallic. On
the male the eyes are larger than on the female, and the distance between them is

slightly less than the width of one, on the female their distance apart is more than

the w-idth of one.

COENOBIUS LONGlrOKXIS, U.Sp.

d".
—Black ; nnizzle, basal joints of antennae and parts of legs obscurely paler.

Under surface and legs scarcely visibly pubescent.

Head with a few large punctures in front. Eyes almost touching. Antennae

considerably longer than usual in genus. Prntliora.r not twice as wide as the

median length, sides strongly narrowed in front, with a fairly deep oblirjue impres-

sion on each side about the basal third; without punctures except on the margins.

Eliitra short ; with rows of fairly larg'e punctures, becoming larger posteriorly

and on the sides, and on the latter set in dee)) striae. Front legs slightly longer

than hind ones. Length, 2 mm.
Hah. —Queensland: Cairns (Dr. E. W. Ferguson), unique.

The eyes are as close together as on C. parvnniger, but the antennae are de-

cidedly longer and thicker, and the oblique impressions on the prothorax are fairly

deep and distinctive: these characters also distinguish the species from C. incon-

stans. The antennae, when at rest, pass the base of the abdomen, the first joint

is slightly longer tlian the second and tliird cnmljined. the sixth-eleventli arc sub-
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equal, ami eaoli is iibout twice the lengtli ami twice tlie widtli ut tlie fifth. Tiie

elytra have a vague bluish gloss.

COENOBIUSSPISSUS, 11. sp.

S. —Black 111- hhickish; imizzle, five l>asal joints of antennae and legs (parts

of tarsi infuscatcd I more (jr less Mavous. TiKler surface and legs scarcely visil)ly

pubescent .

Ileiul with rather coarse punctures. Eyes large and close together. An-

tennae moderately long. Protliorux at apex scarcely as wide as the median length,

a distinct oblique or slightly curved impression on each side of the base, in front

of which the surface is rather strongly gibbous; with rather coai-se punctures

throughout, dense in the middle, crowded on the sides. Elytra slightly longer

than wide; with rows of large punctures, in distinct striae througiiout. Length

{3, ?), 1.75—2 mm.
?. —Diffei-s in being more robust, most of prothorax, elytra and under surface

pale, eyes more apart, antennpe and legs smaller, and abdomen with a large apical

fovea .

Hab.—y.v\y S(mth Wales: Sydney (A. M. Lea).

A small species very variable in its colours, but readily liistinguishcd from all

others of the genus by its dense and coarse jirothoracic ])unctures, and by the rows

of elytral punctures all being in distinct striae, of which the lateral ones, however,

are deeper than the others. There are seven males before me and six females;

of these the males scarcely differ in colour, except that the tip of tlie abdomen is

reddish on some specimens, but not on others; but no two females are exactly

alike, one is not much i)aler than the nudes, hut they usually have the prothorax
dull red, except for a narrow black basal margin, and elytra tiavous with the suture

and a variable extent of the base (on one specimen a narrow black basal margin

only) l)lack, the metastermim and middle (transversely) jiarts of abdomen are

more or less deeply infuscated, the rest of the under surface being flavous. On
most of the specimens the second joint of antennae is distinctly darker than the

first and third.

CoEXOBius iN.sui,iroLA, n.sp.

iS .
—Black with a metallic gloss, more distinct on head and inothorax than

elsewhere; elytra piceous-brown, the tiyis paler, antennae (a variable number of

joints of the club infuscated) and leg's (femora more or less deeply infuscated) of

a rather dingy flavous or testaceous. Under surface and legs minutely pul)escent.

Head with rather dense and sharply defined punctures. Eyes large and

close together. Protluirax about twice as wide as the median length, sides strongly

narrowed to apex, with a shallow oblique impression on each side directed to the

middle of the scutellar lol)c; ]iunitures dense and sharply defined, Init not very

large in middle, becoming coarse and crowded on sides. Elijlra briefly sub-

oblong; with rows of distinct ininctures in ratliei- narrow striae, Init on the sides

striae deeper and wider. Length (c?, 2). 12
—2.?> mm.

?. —Differs in being larger and more rolmst. nuuh paler, eyes more apart

(the distance between them almost c(|ual to the length of the liasal joint of an-

tennae), punctures smaller, antennae and h'gs shorter and abdomen more convex

and witji a large a|>ical fovea.

//f(/(.— Western Australia: I'clsart Island (A. M. Lea).
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As the antennae have a six-.jointetl ihib. the eyes are close together, and the

scutellar lobe not notched I have referred this speeies to Coenobius, despite the

shape of its prosternal ]irocess: its posterior end is outcurved inetead of slightly

incurved to tlie middle. From the preceding species (wliosie prosternal ))rocess is

normal) it differs in being metallic, in having the prothorax less gibl)ous in front,

with much smaller punctures, although the discal ones are sharply detined, and

elytral punctures distinctly narrower than the interstices instead of wider, as on

at Ica.st the males of that species. Six males before me are practically identical

in colours except tliat on two of them the median intei-stice on each elytron is

slightly paler than the adjacent ones; four females have the elytra (except the

shoulders and extreme l)ase) and legs entirely pale, and the prosternum. mesos-

ternum and two basal segments of abdomen obscurely reddish ; two of them also

have parts of the protliorax and of the muzzle obscurely reddish.


